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INTRODUCTION 
The economic progress of Blacks in Atlanta's earliest periods of 
growth and development was the result of a vigorous drive on the part of 
leading black and white citizens to bring about a better working relation¬ 
ship between these two groups. Thus, the roots and foundation of the com¬ 
paratively high living standards for Blacks in Atlanta can be traced back 
to communities like Pittsburgh. However, on the whole, Blacks were burden¬ 
ed with social, political, religious, and economic restrictions and con¬ 
finements that may easily have destroyed the spirit and the initiative of 
a more vulnerable and less potent people. 
The purposes of this research are several. First, it will reveal 
the ethnic patterns of the community. Second, it will indicate where 
people worked, which reveals much about the lines of movement within the 
community and the socio-economic character of the neighborhood. Third, 
it should serve to determine patterns in land values and development: 
who bought the property, why, and what was built on it. Fourth, it will 
identify the important institutions in the area which is a part of the 
developmental history of the community. Fifth, it may serve as the founda¬ 
tion for a more intensive research project that would provide a complete 
study of the developmental history of black communities in Atlanta. 
1 
CHAPTER I 
GENERAL BACKGROUND—ATLANTA'S GROWTH DURING THE 
POST-RECONSTRUCTION ERA 
The South after 1877 differed from the South of the 1867-1877 era. 
The intensified drive on the part of Southern whites to bring about com¬ 
plete redemption of Southern institutions, while preoccupied with a grow¬ 
ing industrialization, was very much the same atmosphere that had pre¬ 
vailed since its defeat in 1865• The critical factor in the success of 
this redemption was not so much the attitude of the so-called "New South" 
but what can be more accurately termed the new national attitude. The 
series of national events that had so much influence on national politics, 
the economy, and the social order, made possible the overthrow of "Radi¬ 
cal Reconstruction." The virtual abandonment of Southern Negroes by both 
parties is revealed in their 1880 platforms. The Republican Party as¬ 
serted: 
The dangers of a "Solid South" can only be averted by a faithful 
performance of every promise which the nation has made to the 
citizens. A nation cannot with safety relegate this duty to 
the States. The "Solid South" must be divided by the peaceful 
agencies of the ballot, and all honest opinions must there find 
free expression. To this end the honest voter must be protected 
against terrorism, violence or fraud.1 
The section (i.e., North) that had expressed deep feelings about slavery 
^Rayford W. Logan, The Betrayal of the Negro: From Rutherford B. 
Hayes to Woodrow Wi1 son (London: Collier-Macmillan Ltd., 1970), p. 48. 
2 
3 
and degradation and had gone to war to preserve the Union had itself been 
transformed. It was an industrial colossus with new values, new leader¬ 
ship, and new aspirations. It did not want to be involved in anything 
2 
that would distract or disturb its phenomenal growth and expansion. In 
the unhealthy climate of national indecision, indifference, and "let the 
South solve its own problems," the South, in 1880, plunged forward with 
the unsettled question of the Negro. 
The topic of this chapter is the industrialization and growth of 
Atlanta during the Post-Reconstruction Era. The discussion in the chapter 
will center around the railroad industry and its impact on Atlanta's de¬ 
velopment, the attitude of the South toward the Negro question, and the 
challenges that Afro-Americans were confronted with during this crucial 
period. ; 
The South manifested overt racism, and the city of Atlanta was no 
exception to the rule. Blacks in the South became the victims of politi¬ 
cal disfranchisement, educational discrimination, Jim Crow laws, lynch- 
3 
ings, the convict lease system, and numerous other atrocities. Because 
of discriminations and preconceived notions whites held concerning them, 
politically Blacks had little power and their civil rights were almost 
totally disregarded. 
By 1880 there was more industry in the South than there had been 
before. This fact was not so much a measure of progress as it was an 
2 
John Hope Franklin, Reconstruction: After the Civil War (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1961), pp. 226-227. 
3 
Clarence A. Bacote, "Negro Proscriptions, Protest and Proposed 
Solutions in Georgia 1880-1908," Journal of Negro History 25 (November 
1959): 471. 
4 
indication of past Southern industrial backwardness. Southern states 
increased railroad mileage between 1870—1880; by 1880 iron furnaces were 
being fired in several Southern states. Thus, during the antebellum period 
the South was preoccupied with the extension of a railroad system between 
the West and the South. The business community and politicians of Georgia 
recognized the strategic location of the railroad terminus and therefore 
the potential of its becoming a commercial center. As James M. Russell 
describes it: 
The demand for railroads in the South grew out of two trans¬ 
portation requirements which were common to all the cotton 
belt states: 1) A means of importing the cheap food stuffs 
of the West (principally wheat, corn, whiskey, bacon, lard, 
and butter). 2) A means of transporting the cotton farmed 
in the interior to markets.5 
Establishing Atlanta as a commercial center of the South was not an 
easy task. The post-war railroad construction boom resulted in highly 
competitive activities among the cities and towns of the South which was 
not to Atlanta's advantage. Some of the obstacles that impeded the 
growth of Atlanta railroads were pooling, high local freight tariffs on 
cotton, coal and other goods, and discrimination on through freight. In 
an effort to eliminate the problems created by competition, the mercantile 
communities placed their hopes on regulatory agencies, pools, trade agree¬ 
ments, and consolidation of lines.^ In 1856 the Southern Railway Associa¬ 
tion in several meetings held in Atlanta attempted to eliminate freight 
4 
Stanley P. Hirshson, Farewell to the Bloody Shirts: Northern 
Republicans and the Southern Negro 1877-1893 (Bloomington: Indiana Uni¬ 
versity Press, 1962), pp. 129-130* 
"’James M. Russell, "Atlanta, Gate City of the South, 1847-1885" 
(Ph.D. dissertation, Princeton University, 1971), p* 12. 
6Ibid., p. 237. 
5 
discrimination against the town. Although the organization received some 
reductions, Atlanta continued to pay more for classes of freight per 100 
lbs. than, for example, Nashville. It was not until 1875 when the South¬ 
ern Railway and Steamship Association was organized that railroad coopera¬ 
tion in the South was achieved. Some twenty-one railroad companies and 
six steamship lines agreed to confer authority to set freight tariffs upon 
a rate committee of the association.7 
More progress was made in the railroad industry when two railroad 
companies arrived in Atlanta. The East Tennessee, Virginia & Georgia 
came in 1882, and the Georgia Pacific arrived in 1883• 
The former gave Atlanta competitive routes to Chattanooga 
and Macon while the latter provided a through line to 
Birmingham with its rapidly developing coal and steel 
industry. Both lines merged with the Southern Railway 
Company in 1894.8 
Thus, railroad development became a distinguishing characteristic of 
local progress. Economically, Atlanta became a rail center of the South. 
Furthermore, for many years railroad companies like Southern Railway be¬ 
came one of Atlanta's most valued corporate citizens, not only in the 
performance of an essential transportation service, but also as taxpayer 
and employer. 
The black labor force in Atlanta between 1880 and 1900 was not 
exempted from the abuses and denials created by Jim Crowism. The follow¬ 
ing statement by Herman D. Bloch is an appropriate description of the 
7Ibid., p. 215. 
Q 
Franklin M. Garrett, Yesterday's Atlanta (Miami: E. A. Seemann 
Publishing, Inc., 1974), p. 42. 
6 
black labor situation in Atlanta, as well as other cities, during the 
turn of the century: 
In part low occupational status stems from thwarting the Negro's 
possible acquisition of requisite skills to compete for skilled 
jobs. Even if the Negro does acquire the requisite skill, usual¬ 
ly, he finds his economic mobility blocked from either no craft 
union admission and no job placement.9 
Though the acquisition of a trade by Blacks was a legacy of slavery, 
an increase of white artisans in Atlanta made it difficult for some black 
Atlantans to learn a trade by 1900. Cliff Nelms, a black carpenter born 
in 1888, stated: 
I learned my trade with white carpenters as a water boy by looking 
at plans while whites took their water break. I continued to pull 
water until I learned the trade. Colored didn't build much with¬ 
out a white man there because there weren't many colored carpen¬ 
ters. 10 
Although electrical work and plumbing work were two trades that whites 
did not want Blacks to have C. C. Hart, a black Atlantan, was able to 
initiate a successful plumbing business on Auburn Avenue in 1924 that is 
extant today. Hart learned his trade at Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, 
A1 abama.^ ^ 
By 1900 legislative changes by the city of Atlanta created racial¬ 
ly designated occupations, such as "White sanitary workers only," 
12 
"house servants," and "White men requiring janitorial work." 
g 
Herman D. Bloch, "Labor and the Negro, 1866-1910," Journal of 
Negro History 50 (July 1965): 180. 
^Michael L. Porter, "Black Atlanta: An Interdisciplinary Study 
of Blacks on the East Side of Atlanta, 1890-1930" (Ph.D. dissertation, 
Emory University, 1974), p. 14. 
111bid., p. 14. 
^Atlanta Journal, 17 November 1900; 7 August 1901; 16 July 1901; 
5 February 1901. 
7 
Furthermore, it was common practice for the newspapers and other publica¬ 
tions to fail to recognize the black labor unions of Atlanta. This is 
evidenced by the failure of the Atlanta city directories to list black 
unions as they did white unions. Again, racial segregation had pervaded 
another aspect of black urban life in Atlanta. 
During the period 1890 to 1930, the color line was drawn in the 
residential areas of Atlanta as well as in other aspects of the city. But 
it should be noted that this line of color was illustrated by custom in¬ 
stead of by sanction. During this period, the communities of black Atlanta 
were dispersed across the city (see page 8). Black Atlantans lived in 
communities such as Battle's Alley, Beaver's Slide, Brownsville, Butter¬ 
milk Bottom, Darktown, East Atlanta, Johnsontown, Kirkwood, Lightning, 
Macedonia Park, Mechanicsvi1 le, Northside Drive, Peoplestown, Pittsburgh, 
Plunkettown, Reynoldstown, Tanyard Bottom, Thomasville, and Vine City. 
These black communities were usually named after some activity, person, 
group of people, or geographical characteristics of the area. Topography 
played a very important part in determining the residential areas of black 
13 Atlantans, as low-lying areas meant cheaper land values. In many in¬ 
stances, these black communities were found to be secure places during 
times of turmoil such as rioting, and times of need, such as fires and 
diseases. Therefore, Atlanta's black communities can be described as 
"cities of refuge, cities of brotherhood." 
1 3 Leroy Haynes, "The Ecological Distribution of the Negro Popula¬ 
tion in Atlanta in 1939" (Master's thesis, Atlanta University, 1940), 
p. 27» Dorothy Slade, "The Evolution of Negro Areas in the City of 
Atlanta" (Master's thesis, Atlanta University, 1946), pp. 22-28. 
8 
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SOURCE: John A. Beeler, Report to the City of Atlanta on a Plan 
for Local Transportation (New York: John A. Beeler, 1924), p. 85. 
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However, to ignore the negative aspects of black urban life would 
be utopian, as black communities were plagued by crime, fires, and inade¬ 
quate housing, streets, and sanitation facilities. Moreover, there seems 
to have been a close correlation between the geographical characteristics 
of black communities and the economic status of its residents. Many of 
the communities such as Tanyard Bottom, Beaver's Slide, Darktown, and 
Buttermilk Bottom were situated in low-lying areas. Being assessed at a 
lower economic value, these low-lying areas enabled indigent Blacks to 
meet the economic demands of such areas. Colleges, the railroad industry, 
and the homes of affluent Whites, too, helped to determine the location 
of Atlanta's black communities. Today, the communities of black Atlanta 
are more contiguous than they were prior to 1930. 
CHAPTER II 
THE PITTSBURGH RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY: THE FORMATION 
OF A BLACK COMMUNITY, 1883-1930 
The formation of the Pittsburgh Residential Community in 1883 was 
a direct result of the railroad industry that was so economically sig¬ 
nificant to Atlanta's development during the nineteenth and the first 
quarter of the twentieth century. 
Railroad development, which gave birth to Atlanta in the 
1830's and 1840's was a distinguishing characteristic of local 
progress in 1883- The East Tennessee, Virginia & Georgia Rail¬ 
road, which was passed to the Southern Railway Company in 1894, 
completed its extensive shops on the southern outskirts of the 
city during 1883, which formed the basis for the development of 
a predominantly black residential section west of the shops and 
tracks along lower McDaniel and contiguous streets. 
This section, because of its proximity to the smoky railroad 
shop atmosphere soon came to be known as "Pittsburgh" a name 
still in common use for the community.! 
This residential community is bounded on the north by the railroad; on 
the south by University Avenue; on the west by Stewart Avenue; and on 
the east by Fortress Avenue. For the purpose of this study, the thirty 
square black area will be known as the Pittsburgh Residential Community. 
In 1883 the Pittsburgh Residential Community was 100 per cent 
black. By 1890 there were thirty-seven Blacks residing in the community, 
Vranklin M. Garrett, Atlanta and Environs, 3 vols. 
Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 1954), 11:64. 
(New York: 
10 
THE RAILROAD SHOPS that named a section of Atlanta are the East Tennessee, Virginia & Georgia 
Shops. The Pegram Shops of the Southern Railway now occupy the site, though parts of some of the 
buildings pictured still stand. Soon after these shops were established in the early 1880s, the area to the 
west, along McDaniel and contiguous streets, became known as “Pittsburgh”. The shops and steam 
locomotives they served produced smoke reminiscent of the Pennsylvania city. Today the facility, much 
enlarged, is all Diesel. The main entrance is on Windsor Street. 
Development of Southern Railway Company Shops on the outskirts of 
the Pittsburgh Residential Community. 
12 
an Increase since 1883 of thirty persons; yet, Blacks composed only 57 
per cent of the Pittsburgh Residential Community which was a decrease 
of 43 per cent since 1883• Although by 1890 43 per cent of the com¬ 
munity was white, Blacks maintained a majority. By 1930 there were 987 
black residents within the community and only 108 white residents. Thus, 
a black community had been formed (see page 13)* The attraction of 
employment at the extensive railroad shops along the northeastern end of 
the Pittsburgh Residential Community induced the movement of Whites and 
Blacks to that section of the community. (For a cartographic representa¬ 
tion of the northern development of the Pittsburgh Residential Community 
see pages 14-16). 
Of the eighteen streets that composed the Pittsburgh Residential 
Community at the turn of the century, McDaniel Street experienced the 
most dynamic demographic change during the crucial period of 1900 to 1910 
that is, during the period that McDaniel Street emerged as Pittsburgh's 
major commercial street. Furthermore, this period witnessed the largest 
migration into the Pittsburgh Residential Community. There was a total 
of one hundred and five migrants, including white and black, to McDaniel 
Street during this ten year period. (See page 17). 
Many of Atlanta's black communities were composed of the working 
class and the Pittsburgh Residential Community was no exception to the 
rule. For instance, of the 443 black residents of the community in 1910, 
two per cent performed service tasks; 15 per cent were skilled; 21 per 
cent were semi-skilled; 46 per cent were unskilled; five per cent were 
unknown; and eight per cent were professional. In 1910 there were 92 
white residents of the community whose occupational breakdown was as 
13 
TABLE 1 
PITTSBURGH RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY POPULATION, 1883-1930 
Year Population Whi te Percent B1 ack Percent 
1883 7 0 0 7 100 
1890 65 28 43 37 57 
1900 106 33 32 73 68 
1910 535 92 18 443 82 
1920 687 80 11 607 89 
1930 1095 108 9 987 91 
SOURCE: Atlanta City Directories 1883-1930. 
follows: 15 per cent were professionally employed; 57 per cent belonged 
to the skilled category; 20 per cent were semi-skilled; one per cent was 
in the service category; five per cent were unknown; and two per cent 
were unemployed. By 1930 the occupational structure of the Pittsburgh 
Residential Community had changed very little since 1910. The majority 
of the 987 Blacks in the community still belonged to either the skilled, 
semi-skilled or unskilled categories, and the same thing can be said 
about the 108 white residents. As one long term resident of the community 
said: "At one time at least 60 per cent of the adults living in the Pitts¬ 
burgh Residential Community worked at the Southern Railway Company. Most 
of the Blacks working for the Southern Railway Company held relatively 
2 
good paying jobs." Furthermore, those individuals who worked in the 
2 
Interview with Bessie Owens, held in her home, Atlanta, Georgia, 
9 November 1976. 
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MAP 4 
Residences Occupied by Blacks and Whites in the Pittsburgh 
Residential Community, 1910 
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TABLE 2 








McDaniel St. — 105 
Gate City (Smith) St. 62 99 
Rockwell St. 28 49 
Humphries St. — 30 
Arthur St. — 17 
Fletcher St. — 12 
Garibaldi St. 4 37 
Ira St. 12 38 
Gardner St. — 3 
Mary St. — 16 
Roy St. — 12 
Delavan St. — 3 
Blackgun (Welch) St. — 22 
Hubbard St. — 17 
Sims St. — 48 
Stephens St. — 9 
Berkele St. — 13 
Cohen St. — 5 
Total 106 535 
SOURCE: Atlanta City Directory, 1900-1910. 
railroad shops were considered to have been among the most affluent resi¬ 
dents of the community. These individuals were skilled laborers, plast¬ 
erers, cement finishers, boiler helpers, switchmen, and unskilled 
laborers (see pages 18-19). 
18 
TABLE 3 
PITTSBURGH RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURE, 1910 
Occupation White Percent B1 ack Percent 
Professional 14 15 17 8 
Skilled 55 57 218 15 
Semi-ski 1 led 19 20 94 21 
Unski 1 led — — 70 46 
Service 1 1 8 2 
Unknown 5 5 22 5 
Unemployed 2 2 14 3 
Total 92 100 443 100 
SOURCE: Atlanta City Directory. 1910. 
Professional: Groceryman, loan collector, druggist, bishop, minister, 
insuranceman, physician, dentist, nurse, clerk, interior decorator, 
letter carrier, teacher, oil dealer, store manager, boardinghouse owner, 
salesman, dry goods clerk, policeman, bailiff, dairyman, agent, engineer, 
fireman, junkyardman. 
Skilled: Printer, carpenter, tailor, blacksmith, machinist, clothes 
cleaner-presser, milliner, tinner, acid maker, upholstery man, beltmaker, 
windmill builder, cabinetmaker, contractor, seamstress, glazier, furni¬ 
ture repairman, brick mason, electrician, and dry cleaner. 
Semi-skilled: Janitor, peddler, painter, cement worker, plasterer, 
bricklayer, bottler, switchman, packer, boiler cleaner, saw filer, mill 
worker, and sexton. 
Unskilled: Laborer, cleaner, milliner, domestic, and candymaker. 
Service: Barber, porter, hairdresser, cook, laundress, doorman, waiter, 
domestic, salad girl, fireman, streetcar conductor, and drayman. 
Unemployed: Widow and student. 
19 
TABLE 4 
PITTSBURGH RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURE, 1920 
Occupation White Percent B1 ack Percent 
Professional 7 8 30 5 
Skilled 51 55 291 13 
Semi-ski 1 led 15 14 152 23 
Unskilled — — 78 48 
Service 1 1 48 8 
Unknown 9 12 12 2 
Unemployed 7 10 6 1 
Total 80 100 607 100 
SOURCE: Atlanta City Directory, 
TABLE 5 
PITTSBURGH RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY 
1920 
OCCUPATIONAL . STRUCTURE, 1930 
Occupation White Percent Black Percent 
Professional 12 12 98 10 
Skilled 59 51 424 17 
Semi-ski 11ed 12 12 187 19 
Unski 11ed 2 2 167 43 
Service 5 5 98 10 
Unknown 8 8 — — 
Unemployed 10 10 13 1 
Total 108 100 987 100 
SOURCE: Atlanta City Directory, 1930 
20 
Tax statistics do not completely reveal the economic, social or 
political turbulence of the life of the typical black Atlantan. But a 
study of the tax returns reveals as clearly as any other single indicator 
the status of black economic life in Atlanta during the turn of the cen¬ 
tury. 
Table 6 can serve as a reminder to the reader as this study pro¬ 
gresses that Blacks did own a considerable amount of property under very 
restricted and unusual circumstances. The personal and real property 
value of the Blacks in Fulton County and Atlanta from 1880 to 1900 is a 
definite testimony to a rising and growing economic base for Blacks in 
this area. 
Although Blacks owned property within the immediate vicinity of 
the Pittsburgh Residential Community as early as 1890, the majority of the 
black propertyholders did not begin to purchase land until the twentieth 
century. One distinct feature of the tax returns for Blacks in the 
Pittsburgh Residential Community for the period 1890-1930 is the rela¬ 
tively larger number of individual returns showing $500 or more as the 
value of their property. In 1900, Kath Smith reported property valued at 
$1,675; in 1910, Green Parks at $1,105; in 1920, Lawrence Alston, James 
Madison, and George Warren at $1,145, $1,050, and $1,450, respectively; and 
in 1930 Richard Griggs, Caleb Massey, James Rutland, Ida Scott, Tommie 
Smith, and Samuel Williams at $1,285, $2,120, $1,150, $1,135, and $1,120, 
respectively. During the period 1900-1910, the decade during which oc¬ 
curred the largest migration into the community, there were thirty-two 
black propertyholders who reported property taxes totaling $13»340. There 
was a total of one-hundred and twenty-four Blacks paying taxes in the 
21 
Pittsburgh Residential Community between the years 1890 and 1930 (see 
page 22). 
In 1890 there were only two black propertyholders in the Pittsburgh 
Residential Community. By 1900 there were seven more black propertyholders 
in the community which was a 78 per cent increase. Furthermore, in the 
period 1890-1930 there was a constant increase in the number of black 
3 
propertyholders in the Pittsburgh Residential Community. All of this 
can be measured as a part of the community's contribution to the economic 
foundation of Afro-Americans in Atlanta and Fulton County for years to 
come. 
3 Fulton County Tax Digest, 1890-1930. 
TABLE 6 






Value of City 
Town Property 




Whole Property Percent 
1890 2 $ 1,300 $ 30 $ 1,330 100 
1900 7 $ 2,800 $ 75 $ 2,875 78 
1910 25 $ 8,190 $ 1,070 $ 9,260 73 
1920 30 $17,385 $ 1,505 $18,890 52 
1930 60 $36,615 $ 4,745 $41,360 66 
SOURCE: Fulton County Tax Digest, 1900-1930 
* Percentage of increase over a ten year period. 
CHAPTER III 
THE INTERNAL DYNAMICS OF THE PITTSBURGH 
RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY 
The gathering of orderly facts in W. E. B. DuBois' Phi 1adelphi a 
Negro resulted in a picture of Philadelphia that might be held up for 
comparison with cities like Atlanta. As one of the first social scient¬ 
ists in the United States, W. E. B. DuBois has suggested: 
There is always a strong tendency on the part of the com¬ 
munity to consider the Negroes as composing one practically 
homogeneous mass. This view has of course a certain justi¬ 
fication; the people of Negro descent in this land have had 
a common history, suffered common disabilities and have con¬ 
tributed to one general set of social problems. However, ^ 
different social classes were clearly evident among Negroes. 
In their recently completed essay "Urban Structure, Atlanta" his¬ 
torians Dana F. White and Timothy J. Crimmins have suggested that class 
was one of the factors which influenced residential settlements in both 
2 
white and black sections of the city during the late nineteenth century. 
It affected the linear alignments of affluent Whites along such prestigi¬ 
ous avenues as Peachtree and Washington Streets, and the clustering of 
more affluent Blacks around the eastside business district of "Sweet 
Auburn." In the twentieth century, class became a major factor in the 
^W.E.B. DuBois, Philadelphia Negro, 2d ed., (New York: Benjamin 
Blom, Inc., 1967)» p. 309. 
2 
Dana F. White and Timothy J. Crimmins, "Urban Structure, Atlanta," 
Journal of Urban History 2 (February 1976): 243. 
23 
24 
creation of both affluent white northside suburban subdivisions and new 
black suburban concentrations on the city's west-side. Although the west- 
side concentration lacked the racial homogeneity of the east-side, this 
section, which included three black liberal arts colleges, six churches 
and four of the Blacks paying taxes on property assessed at more than 
$3,000, was to develop between 1890 and 1920, but especially after 1920, 
into the largest and most prestigious black districf’in the city. The 
west-side of Atlanta became the target area for black suburbanization 
in which the Pittsburgh Residential Community was one of the earliest 
subdivisions (see pages 33-34). 
By 1930, this area on the west-side had developed into a stable 
neighborhood. Over 55 per cent of its residents were homeowners. The 
white-collar and professional classes constituted almost one-quarter of 
the population in this area, while better than another quarter were home¬ 
owning blue-collar workers. 
This chapter will attempt to demonstrate that the Pittsburgh Resi¬ 
dential Community, a west-side suburb between the city and Fort McPherson 
from 1890-1910, was in fact one of the black subdivisions which contribu- 
3 
ted to the reordering of the Black Sides of Atlanta. The essence of 
the chapter will be concerned with the internal dynamics of the Pittsburgh 
Residential Community, such as the building activity in the area, the 
ecology of the area which covers, crime, sanitation, type of housing, and 
3 
Between 1870 and 1900, at least 40 per cent of the city's popula¬ 
tion was black, while with the rapid urbanization/annexation between 1900 
and 1930, the proportion of Blacks in the total population declined to 
about one-third. The Pittsburgh Residential Community became a part of 
the city of Atlanta in 1910 as a result of its expansion outward into 
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SOURCE: Dana F. White and Timothy J. Crimmins, "Urban Structure, 
Atlanta," Journal of Urban History 2 (February 1976). 
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MAP 6 
BLACK RESIDENTIAL AREAS-1320 
27 
condition of the housing; and the distribution of churches and other in¬ 
stitutions, in addition to the patterns of various business services. 
In I883 a white female real estate speculator acquired title to all the 
property in land lot 86 which was bounded on the north by Berckele Street, 
on the south by Rockwell Street, on the west by McDaniel Street, and on 
the east by Crowell Street (now Ira Street). The owner, Julia A. Boardman 
of Atlanta, hired C. H. Strong, a civil engineer, who surveyed the area 
into ninety small lots, having a frontage of 30 feet and a depth of 100 
feet. C. H. Strong completed his survey of this northern section of the 
Pittsburg Residential Community in June 1883 and by 1901 only 15 lots had 
been sold. Augusta Boardman, Julia's legal heir to the property unwilling 
to struggle over the sale of the lots; turned the property over to the 
Atlanta Real Estate Corporation. In May 1904 the Atlanta Real Estate 
Corporation hired Forrest and George Adair to auction off the remaining 
lots. The cost of the lots averaged $275* 
The new suburb's gridiron design indicated that it was clearly 
planned to maximize profits from the resale of the individual lots. How¬ 
ever, there were many references made to the suburb as a residential area 
planned to enhance the well-being of the future residents of the sub¬ 
division. For example, the lots on McDaniel Street were level and on a 
car line which was a means of transportation for residents of the com¬ 
munity. Furthermore, the lots on Sims and Cunningham Street (now Coleman) 
were very desirable since they were located on a high plateau. Thus, the 
L 
Fulton County Deed Records, Plat Book 2, 10; Book 238, 320; Book 
237, 235; Book 176, 587. 
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Pittsburgh Residential Community was well located for homes or anyone 
employed at the Southern Railway Shops, the Box Factory, Colcord Lumber 
Company and any other industries along the line of the Southern Railway 
Company. The relaxed credit was also attractive to Blacks who desired to 
own homes. The Atlanta Real Estate Corporation sold the lots on terms of 
$10.00 down payment and a monthly note for $5.00. There was a five per 
cent interest or the privilege of paying cash for the property if the 
purchaser desired.^ 
From 1901 to 1930 E. W. Marsh, H. L. Wilson, Cliff and Will Ans ley, 
J. H. Helmer, W. P. Thirkield, Henry Garland, Charles Warren, Leila L. 
Sisson, R. E. Church, H. A. Rucker, T. J. Hightower, Nora G. Webb, Willis 
M. Everett, M. M. Snider, W. L. Traynham, C. P. Hope, B. F. Yancy, Union 
Realty Corporation, and Mattie S. Hewitt acquired title to property located 
in land lot 87 of the Pittsburgh Residential Community for the sole purpose 
of profiting from the re-sale of the individual lots they had platted out 
in a gridiron-like design. During the period 1914 to 1923 the Southern 
Railway Company purchased property from T. J. Hightower, W. L. Traynham, 
and the Union Realty Corporation for the expansion of right of way tracks 
which had to create jobs for its construction.^ 
Lot sales and housing construction in the Pittsburgh Residential Com¬ 
munity remained fast-paced until the beginning of the Great Depression. 
^Fulton County Deed Records, Plat Book 2, 10; Book 238, 320; Book 
00, 529. 
^Ibid., Plat Book 3» 27; Plat Book I, 90; Plat Book 2, 72; Plat 
Book 7, 170; Plat Book 2, 84; Plat Book 10, 167; Plat Book 10, 915 Plat 
Book 7, 108; Plat Book 4, 102; Plat Book 15, 45; Plat Book 7, 168; Plat 
Book 10, 11; Plat Book 3, 74; Plat Book 7, 95; Plat Book 6, 190; Plat Book 
17» 28; Plat Book 12, 66; Plat Book 6, 123; Plat Book 6, 188; Plat Book 
6, 115; Plat Book 12, 19- 
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By 1928 some five hundred houses had been built in the community including 
nine churches, two black grammar schools, and the Atlanta Theological Semi¬ 
nary. ^ The majority of the houses in the community were single family wood¬ 
en frame dwellings. Most of the streets had been laid out, McDaniel, 
Stephens, Humphries, Middle, Cohen, Rockwell, Gardner, Mary Hobson, Arthur, 
Delevan, Sims, Hubbard, Smith, Ira, Garabaldi, Windsor, Fletcher, West, 
Roy, Dunbar, and Welch (see page 30). 
Along with ambitious property and home-owners, churchmen have also 
been important in the development of the Pittsburgh Residential Community. 
The early influence of the church was based on face-to-face contact between 
the minister and his congregation. The pulpit was the main source of news 
and inspiration; the church was the town hall; the minister was publicist 
as well as exhorter. The black church stimulated its members to become 
literate, and in so doing it widened the horizons of the congregation. 
Thus, the church remained a center for the formation of public opinion. 
The chief function of these churches in morals was to conserve old stan¬ 
dards and create about them a public opinion which would deter the of¬ 
fender. 
It is difficult to say exactly what happened to the Atlanta 
Theological Seminary or if it really ever existed. However, it is pos¬ 
sible that this was the same institution that eventually became Morehouse 
College. The college was moved to Atlanta in 1879, and its name was 
changed from the Augusta Institute to the Atlanta Baptist Seminary. 
Classes were first held in the Friendship Baptist Church, but the insti¬ 
tution moved into its own building in December, 1879. It is possible 
that this is when the Atlanta Theological Seminary moved to the Pittsburgh 
Residential Community. However, Morehouse College was transferred to 
its present site in 1889 where it eventually became a part of the Atlanta 
University Center Complex in 1929» For a discussion on the Atlanta Theo¬ 
logical Seminary, see Reverend Edward R. Carter, The Black Side, 2d ed., 
(Freeport: Books for Libraries Press, 1971)» p. 55» 
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THE PITTSBURGH RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY 
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During the period 1900 to 1930 the Atlanta City Directory revealed 
that of the nine black churches in the Pittsburgh Residential Community, 
St. Paul's A.M.E. Church was on Humphries Street; Ariel Bowen Methodist 
Church on Smith Street; Wright's Memorial Presbyterian Church, St. John's 
A.M.E. Church, and New Hope Baptist Church were, not necessarily at the 
same time, on Coleman Street; Iconium Baptist Church on McDaniel Street; 
Rice Memorial Presbyterian Church on Mary Street; Church of God in Christ 
on Sims Street; Cappadocia Fire Baptist and Holy Church of God of America 
g 
on Arthur Street. 
The black churches were the birthplaces of black schools and of all 
agencies which sought to promote the intelligence of the masses. A long¬ 
time resident of the Pittsburgh Residential Community stated: "The Ariel 
Bowen A.M.E. Church (now United Methodist Church), which is eighty-four 
years old, organized the first elementary school. Furthermore, Rice Me¬ 
morial Presbyterian has been known to conduct various activities for 
9 
the community." 
All movements for social betterment were likely to center in the 
churches. Beneficial societies, in endless numbers were formed here; 
secret societies kept in touch; co-operative and building associations 
sprung up; the minister often acted as an employment agent; considerable 
charitable and relief work was done, and special meetings were held to aid 
During the thirty year period several of the churches moved from 
the Pittsburgh Residential Community or were not listed in the Atlanta 
City Directory. 
9 
Interview with Sally Billingsley, held at her home, Atlanta, 
Georgia, 15 July 1976. 
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special projects. The race problem in all its phases was continually 
being discussed and, indeed, from this forum many black youths went forth 
inspired to reform society. 
Church efforts in providing community services were often augmented 
by individuals in Atlanta. Especially prominent was Carrie Steele Logan, 
a former slave who established an orphanage for homeless children around 
1890. Using the proceeds from the sale of her autobiography, Mrs. Logan 
accumulated the $5,000 needed to purchase a four-acre lot on Memorial 
Drive on which the three story brick structure was built. The Home, now 
known as the Carrie Steele Pitts Home, moved to Roy Street in the Pitts¬ 
burgh Residential Community in the late 1920's. It is reported that Mrs. 
Logan had witnessed the daily wants, and sufferings of her people during 
her tenure as a stewardess at the railroad depot of Atlanta. She had 
expressed grief at constantly seeing: 
The hungry, half-clad, ignorant children wandering about the 
streets being tossed here and there by the rude winds of 
adversity; homelessly drifting down the stream of destruction. 
Children barefooted and crying for bread, seeking, in vain, 
places to lay their tired heads. 
Among the functions of the Home were: to provide the rudiments of 
an education, such as reading, writing and arithmetic; to teach sewing, 
dressmaking, cooking, housecleaning, gardening and to find homes for 
the children. Since its founding some of the former residents of the 
Carrie Steele Pitts Home have become school teachers, social workers, 
businessmen, and members of the other professions; while others have be¬ 
come just simply unrecognized contributors to the city of Atlanta. 
^Reverend Carter, The Black Side, p. 35. 
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The environmental conditions of the Pittsburgh Residential Community 
were generally favorable during the period 1890 to 1930. Sanitation con¬ 
ditions were adequate; there were harmonious relationships between commun¬ 
ity members; and the housing condition of the area was considered to have 
been more satisfactory than in many other black communities of Atlanta. 
Conversations with several members of the community give credence to this. 
Mrs. Sara Wooten, the daughter of a pipefitter at the Southern Railway 
Company, stated: "The people were respectable and they kept their houses 
and yards in good condition. Most of the houses were single family and 
were owned by most residents."^ Mrs. Bessie Owens proclaimed: "There 
has always been strong leaders in Pittsburgh who would go to city hall 
and stress the grievances of the community. Petitioning and calling city 
12 
hall were ways to get the city to respond to the community's needs." 
As in many other black communities of Atlanta, crime was prevalent 
in the Pittsburgh Residential Community as well. The Pittsburgh incident 
was illustrative of the crime problem that existed in the community. The 
incident began on a spring evening in May 1902. S. A. Kerlin, a white 
ex-policeman, was walking down McDaniel Street toward his home after un¬ 
successfully looking for a certain black youth to clean up around his 
yard when he was allegedly approached by Will Richardson, a black man, 
who worked at a grocery store on the corner of Amy and McDaniel Streets. 
Accompanying Will Richardson were several of his friends. They were armed 
with stones, clubs, and pistols. S. A. Kerlin had been responsible for 
^Interview with Sara Wooten, Fulton County Court House, Atlanta, 
Georgia, 9 October 1976. 
12 
Interview with Mrs. Owens, held at her home, 9 November 1976. 
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sending Will Richardson to the chaingang while he was still a policeman. 
Consequently, Will Richardson wanted revenge and after chasing Kerlin up 
the street Richardson, with the help of his friends, nearly beat S. A. 
Kerlin to death. However, two soldiers from a train car saw the incident 
and managed to scare Richardson and his friends off. 
The incident was reported to the police and they found Will 
Richardson at the store where he worked. The police called on him to 
come out and surrender. Richardson refused and after an exchange of gun¬ 
fire Owen Heard, a member of the posse, had been seriously wounded. The 
officers drew off a little, waiting for daylight to rush the building. 
When morning came the officers made another effort to capture Richardson. 
However, four persons were killed by Will Richardson who was armed with 
a Winchester shotgun, with which he was exceptionally accurate. The 
police decided to force Henry King, a friend who was with Richardson when 
he shot Owen Heard and who eventually surrendered, at the point of a 
revolver to crawl to the building and set it on fire. 
The store was burned and Will Richardson's dead body, charred be¬ 
yond recognition, was found. Four white men, three of them policemen, 
and three black men died. Three other white men were wounded and an 
entire block of buildings burned as a result of the Pittsburgh incident. 
The incident ended only a day after it began. Thirty-six picked 
men from the different military companies in the city were gotten to¬ 
gether by Captain O'Neil and First Lieutenant Preston who showed their 
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13 ability to curb attacks on Blacks and thus prevent a race riot. For¬ 
tunately, the Pittsburgh Riot did not impede the development of the com¬ 
mun i ty. 
Community building in the Pittsburgh Residential Community continued 
as Blacks became represented in the employer-business class. By 1910 the 
Atlanta City Directory revealed that the number of black businesses in 
the Pittsburgh Residential Community had increased to eleven. There were 
also four black professionals and four white businesses. Lee Jones' Gro¬ 
cery Store was found on Arthur Street; Milton Puckett's Drayman Shop and 
Robert Johnson's Grocery Store on Fletcher Street; Wright Bowdoin's 
Grocery Store on Ira Street; Burdett La Fayette's Junkyard on Rockwell 
Street; Roat & Rhoan and Absalon G. Hines' Grocery Stores on Smith Street; 
George W. Pou's Grocery Store on Garibaldi Street; while, Flournoy Elder's 
Blacksmith Shop and Joseph Barge along with Lesie King's Shoemaker Shops 
were on McDaniel Street. Reverend Merida M. McGuire resided on Rockwell 
Street; while, Reverend Seymour B. Jones and Dr. James W. Madison on 
McDaniel Street. The white businesses were located as follows: Lee 
Jones' Grocery Store was found on Arthur Street; William M. Smith's Shoe 
Shop and Robert Etheridge's Grocery Store were found on McDaniel Street; 
while, Nalzia Lovinger's Grocery Store was found on Rockwell Street. 
13 
It was the epidemic of race riots that swept the country early 
in the century that aroused the greatest anxiety and discomfort among 
the black population. Although lynchings were decreasing slightly, riots 
were perceptibly increasing; and their dramatic nature had the effect of 
emphasizing the insecurity of Blacks throughout the country. For a de¬ 
tailed report on the Pittsburgh incident see the Atlanta Journal, 17 
May 1902. 
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By 1930 the Pittsburgh Residential Community's social-economic 
activities had changed very little since 1910. The small businesses in 
the community during the twenty year period and after were primarily 
barbershops, lunchrooms and restaurants, cleaners, shoemakers, shoe 
repair shops, grocery stores, dry goods stores, drugstores and soft 
drink stores. Although these black enterprises were small and of the 
personal-service type, they were significant to the community; for the 
price of freedom from the physical abuse and the systematic discrimina¬ 
tion of the caste system was at a premium. 
CONCLUSION 
In the preceding pages, an attempt has been made to uncover the 
achievements, problems, and history of black Atlantans in the Pittsburgh 
Residential Community from 1883 to 1930 by use of an area analyses approach. 
The period 1883 to 1930 was selected for five major reasons: (1) The prox¬ 
imity of the Pittsburgh Residential Community to the Southern Railway Com¬ 
pany was one of the strong inducements as to the geographical location 
of the area; (2) white Atlanta's caste system was institutionalized in 
1892; (3) many of the Pittsburgh Residential Community's early socio¬ 
economic institutions came into being; (4) the availability of sources 
for such an early period; (5) the beginning of the depression era would 
unfold another aspect of the Pittsburgh Residential Community. 
The South during the Post-Reconstruction era was in a state of flux. 
Industrial growth and social change hung in a heavy maze over the entire 
region. It reacted with an air of defiance and revenge. The era wit¬ 
nessed the renewal of the effort on the part of white southerners to 
redeem their land, reestablish the supremacy of the Whites and recapture 
the lost time and Southern traditions. 
Atlanta did not deviate from the pattern of the South. However, 
the urbanization developing in Atlanta before 1909 was the result of 
the system of railroads built between 1850 and 1900. Atlanta's economy 
in 1900 was directly related to the railroad, and the accessibility the 
Georgia capital had by rail to other northern and southern cities was 
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a sign of progress. 
The long forgotten people were the Blacks. By 1880 they could turn 
neither to the tolerant northerners nor the sympathetic southerners. They 
were forced to make a place for themselves economically, politically, and 
socially. It was this struggle for identification and recognition, that 
led to the formation of a separate society and order for the black At¬ 
lantans. 
The black Atlantans took what economic gains they could and con¬ 
verted them into meaningful expressions of solid growth and development. 
When the survey of the progress of Blacks was made in the Pittsburgh 
Residential Community for the period 1883-1930, it showed that Blacks 
functioned as a vital part of the labor force in Atlanta. Their occupa¬ 
tions were menial with the exception of a few rare instances. Evidence 
points out very strongly that Blacks converted their labor into capital 
and capital into personal and real property. They established their 
worth as a viable force in the economy. 
To be sure, when the socio-economic needs of black Atlanta were out¬ 
standing during the nineteenth century, black Atlantans in the Pittsburgh 
Residential Community responded with an infrastructure to satisfy these 
needs. Institutions in the Pittsburgh Residential Community such as 
churches and schools overlapped in their services in order that the needs 
of Blacks could be met. Professional Blacks administered the religious, 
educational, and personal needs of the community. The Blacks worked at 
a variety of occupations, making significant contributions to the eco¬ 
nomic life of the city. Small but operative grocery stores, restaurants, 
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drugstores, barbershops, lunchrooms, shoemaking shops, and cleaners were 
manned by Blacks. 
Blacks in the Pittsburgh Residential Community definitely claimed a 
place in the economic structure of the city. Thus, the foundation of 
community building in the Pittsburgh Residential Community took roots 
during the turbulent period 1883 to 1930. 
Today, as one travels through the Pittsburgh Residential Community, 
one will find that many of the black socio-economic activities that de¬ 
veloped during the period under study have been discontinued. However, 
some of these socio-economic activities are still extant in the community. 
Presently, there are some architects, planners, government employees, and 
humanists who are putting forth efforts to preserve some of the histori¬ 
cal sites in many of the black communities like Pittsburgh. Furthermore, 
detailed analyses of the Black Side(s) can help in an attempt to reform 
the metropolis. It is hoped that the work of the architects, planners, 
government employees, and humanists' efforts will not be in vain. 
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